(0030) Claims 



1. A computer implemented method for managing submittal requirements for a 
5 construction project said method comprising the steps of; ^ 

providing a first database containing information related to managing a construction 

project having stored therein a plurality of requirements for the construction project; 

providing a second database containing specific information on system users; 

providing a third database containing information on submittal documents to be 
10 completed and approved as part of a project; 

providing a computer network including a plurality of user computer access points; 

said network including a subscriber access point having fiill access to read and to change 

information in said first, second and third databases; 

said network further including a contributor access point having access to read 
15 information in said first and second databases and access to read and change information 

in said third database; 

and said network further including a responder access point having access to read 
information in said first, second and thu-d database and having the ability to approve said 
submittal documents such that said system can automatically authorize payment. 
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein said subscriber access point can issue passwords 
to give access to information to said contributor access point and said responder access 
point. 



3 . A computer network implemented method providing for managing preparation of 
submittal documentation for a construction project said method comprising the steps 
of; 

providing a first database for receiving and storing information related to preparing a 
5 submittal document for a construction project, receiving therein requirements for the 
construction project submittal; 

providing a second database for storing information about system users; / 
providing a third database for storing, retrieving and displaying submittal documents to 
be completed and approved as part of the construction project; 
10 providing for a computer network including a plurality of user computer accessible 
points; 

receiving information from a subscriber access point having fiill access to read and to 
change information in said first, second and tturd databases; 
receiving information from a contributor access point having access to read only 
IS information in said first and second databases and access to read and change information 
in said third database. 

4 The method of claim 3 including the step of receiving information from a 
responder access point having the ability to read only information in said first, second 
and third database and said network having the ability to receive approval of said 
20 submittal documents from said responder access point such that said computer network 
can provide automatic authorization of project payments. 

5. The method of claim 3 wherein a user of said subscriber access point is a prime 
contractor on said construction project. 



6. The method of claim 4 wherein said requirements for the construction project include 
project drawings. 

7. The method of claim 4 wherein said responder is a subcontractor on said construction 
project. 

5 8. The method of claim 4 wherein said project payments are for materials required in 
said submittal document. 

9. The method of claim 4 wherein said network automatically sends a network message 
to said contributor when information is received by said computer network, 

10. A method of completing construction project submittal requirements including the 
10 steps of; y 

submitting information to a submittal document stored on a computer network, 
requesting submittal document required information from access points connected to said 
computer network, 

requesting approval through said computer network of said submittal document stored on 
IS said computer network. 

1 1 . A computer network system comprising; ^ 

a first database for receiving information related to a submittal document for a 
construction project, receiving therein a plurality of requirements for the construction 
project submittal; 

20 a second database for system users that receives a plurality of specific information about 
system users; 

a third database for submittal documents to be completed and approved as part of the 

construction project; 



a computer network including a plurality of user computer accessible points; 

a subscriber access point having full access to read and to change information in said 

first, second and third databases; 

and a contributor access point having access to read only information in said first and 
second databases and access to read and change information in said third database such 
that said contributor can complete said submittal document and submit it to said 
computer network for approval. 

12. The computer network system of claim 1 1, wherein a user of said subscriber access 
point is a prime contractor on said construction project. 

13. The computer network system of claim 1 1, including a responder access point 
having the ability to read only information in said first, second and thu*d database and 
said network having the ability to receive approval of said submittal documents fi-om said 
responder access point such that said computer network can provide automatic 
authorization of project payments. 

14. A computer network implemented method providing for managing preparation 
and storage of submittal documentation for a construction project said method 
comprising the steps of; ^ 

providing a first database for receiving and storing information related to preparing a 
submittal document for a construction project, receiving therein requirements for the 
construction project submittal; 

providing a second database for storing information about system users; 

providing a third database for storing, retrieving and displaying submittal documents to 

be completed and approved as part of the construction project; 



providing for a computer network including a plurality of user computer accessible 
points; 

receiving information from at least one subscriber access point having full access to read 
and to change information in said first, second and third databases; 
5 receiving information from at least one contributor access point having access to 
complete said submittal documents and 
archiving completed submittal documents for fiiture retrieval. 

15 The method of claim 14 including the step of notifying automatically said subscriber 
and said contributor access points upon approval of a submittal document through 

10 said computer network. 

16 The method of claim 14 wherein said at least one contributor access point has access 
to read and change information in said first and second databases. 

17. The method of claim 14 wherein said network receiving approval of said 
submittal documents such that said computer network can provide automatic 
15 authorization of project payments, 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein pajmient requests are received from said 
contributor. 
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